February 28, 2004
USDA Forest Service

Mike Dombeck, Forest Service Chief

1400 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, DC  20250-0002


Dear Chief Dombeck: 
I am writing to you to express my concern over the issue of what I view as a lack of quality OHV recreational opportunities within the National Forests.  For too long, the environmental interests have been allowed to convince elected officials and administrators that National Forests should be treated as National Parks.   These same interests view OHV recreation as a major threat to the National Forests.

I wish to remind you that the amount of tax revenues from off-highway activities is estimated to be $286 million annually.  This is not only a significant amount of money, but represents an ever growing sector of Americans and their preferred form of recreation.  I remind you of this as you charter your National OHV Teams.  I hope that they and you consider these individuals and their contribution via tax revenue when you decide the fate of OHV recreation within our National Forests.  

It is important for us who prefer to drive off-road to not only have access to non-paved roadways and trails, but to have access to the type of challenging terrain that is only available within our National Forests.

Sincerely,
